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Presidents Report Fall 2011 
 

This should be my last report as President where as four years has been very 

challenging for a retired person to do. We have come a long way, from not having 

enough artifacts to fill the museum to now having a choice to select artifacts that 

are very meaningful for presenting Coast Guard history.  

We have had many compliments on the museum and the way it has been presented 

which brings pleasure to all or I should say the few that make it happen. As 

always we need more people to volunteer, and not having a larger pool of 

volunteers makes those who do volunteer overburdened with work.  

We have had the 1st District Admiral come to see the museum and he and his staff 

were pleased at what they saw. [Admiral Dan Neptun CCGD1]  Our goal is to 

always show the many challenges the Coast Guard encounters doing the job and 

the many unsung heroes doing it that not many people know about. [ A lot like this 

museum is run.] 

I would like to thank the people who have helped me bring this museum to being a 

very respectable one to visit and see on Cape Cod. Some of the people who help this 

happen would include everyone from the person who donates a $1.00 or more to the 

ones who loan or give artifacts as a gift to help tell this Coast Guard story. Add to 

that list the Officers and dedicated volunteers who gave their time to make it all 

happen. 

Thank you for supporting our Coast Guardõs history. 

BZ 

Bill Collette 

 



EDITORôS NOTES 

RADM Daniel Neptun, 

Commander, CGD1  

Recently,  the CGHM was  

Host to Admiral Dan 

Neptun. The Admiral 

stopped by while visiting 

Cape Cod units.  

If you look closely at his 

uniform, you will notice 

a Surfmanôs pin. He 

started his career as a 

Bosunôs mate and was a 

Coxswain and Surfman 

before attending OCS.  

We appreciate the 

Admiral taking the time 

to visit us.  

In his Presidentôs message, Prez Bill 

mentions how we have continued to grow. It 

is gratifying to see more visitors and more 

new artifacts each year. It is a shortage of 

new (and younger!) volunteers that can 

hinder our continued success.  

 

No new article from George Washburn this 

issue, as he is taking a sabbatical. We look 

forward to more next time.  



EXHIBIT NEWS  

. 

An exhibit on the Korean War  ñThe forgotten 

warò has been added. The Korean War Veterans 

of Cape Cod were responsible for the exhibit, 

which we will be expanding. Carl Copp of the 

veterans association presents a plaque to 

President Bill.  



EXHIBIT NEWS  

We display artifacts from 378ô cutters, especially the CGC 

Chase . Below, the Chase, right, now the Nigerian naval 

vessel ñThunder ò, displays the Nigerian flag. The CGC 

Hamilton , now the Philippine  naval vessel, Gregorio del 

Pilar , displays the Philippine flag.  

At right, 

Gregorio del 

Pilar  

 visits Hawaii.  



EXHIBIT NEWS  

As many of you know, Mike Maynard is a master model 

builder who has created many of the fine models on display 

at the museum. The photo below is a close -up of Mikeôs 

model of the Nantucket Lightship (WLV -613) on display in 

our Lighthouse and Lightship room. The detail that Mike 

puts into his models is incredible!  

 

Our extensive collection of models by Mike and several 

other outstanding modelers makes the models alone worth 

a visit to the museum.  



MUSEUM NEWS  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & DUES 

Individual ς  $25  Single membership in the CGHM with all 

member privileges, including attending annual meeting with no 

voting privilege, individual admission to the museum, and a 

10% gift shop discount. 

Family -  $40 Same as individual, but with additional admissions 

to the museum for immediate family. One person may attend 

annual meeting with no voting privilege. 

Supporting Member- $ 100   Unlimited Museum admission & 

10% discount. This is for those who want to support museum 

but not actively participate . 

Sustaining Member - $250 ς For those who want to show a 

greater level of support for the museum. Unlimited admission 

and 10% discount apply. 

Guardian: 3 donor levels ς Guardians receive all benefits of 

membership. The Guardian category includes individual 

recognition at the museum. The 3 categories are: 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΥ ϷрллҌ 

!ŘƳƛǊŀƭΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΥ ϷмΣлллҌ 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ϷнΣрлл Ҍ 

 

BECOME  A 

MEMBER!  



BOOK REVIEW 
By VADM Howard Thorsen, USCG (ret), founder & Chairman emeritus of FCGH 

wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳΥ ά¢ƘŜ /ǳǘǘŜǊέΣ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻŀǎǘ DǳŀǊŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

www.fcgh.org 

άRescue Warriors: The U.S. Coast Guard, AmericaΩs Forgotten Heroesέ 

By David Helvarg  - Thomas Dunne Books, 2009 

When a retired άCoastieέ like me opens a book that presumes to tell the story of the United States Coast Guard, it is usually with 
more than a little trepidation. Will it be a glamorous depiction, a retelling of well-known history, or a hatchet job? In the Case of 
Rescue Warriors: The U. S. Coast Guard, AmericaΩs forgotten Heroes, author David Helvarg was afforded unlimited access to 
every part of the Coast Guard organization during more than three years of research and assimilated more than enough 
information to write with conviction and authority, in an engaging and conversational manner. In it, I found little to object to, 
despite one or two inconsequential discrepancies in his facts, and I recommended the book to friends even before being asked to 
review it.  

Helvarg describes his experiences alongside the crews of aircraft, ships, boats, small-boat stations, command centers, and other 
elements of the service as they fulfill and support their many daily missions. He allows crew members to tell their stories in the 
first person, to demonstrate the individual initiative and authority that is traditional in the Coast Guard organization, while 
smoothly education the reader in the diverse activities performed by the smallest of the armed forces. 

Rescue Warriors is timely. The author describes the monumental changes being made in the modernization program under 
Admiral Thad Allen, whose impact will be long felt (and he provides an interesting diary-like narrative of a few days in the then-
CommandantΩs schedule outside of Washington). 

The reader learns of the broad reach of the Coast Guard, from the Northern Arabian gulf to the melting ice of the Arctic, and the 
exponential increase in the number of Guardsmen whose primary function is to be prepared to use the force necessary to 
protect our homeland. 

Helvarg evokes the different Coast Guard crews ς rescue swimmers, whose lives are not unlike those portrayed in the movie The 
Guardian; surfmen, who embody the the highest skill of small boat coxswains; armed helos, whose primary role is to stop high-
speed smugglerΩs boats by shooting out their engines; άDuck scrubbersέ, crews who clean up after oil spills when the perpetrator 
is unknown or financially unable; and marine safety inspectors, who shoulder the unheralded responsibility for so many aspects 
of our maritime environment. 

Nevertheless, Helvarg is not an unequivocal fan of the Coast Guard. While he writes that in his reporting he discovered άA part of 
the government that worksέ, he identifies individuals who, in the field or afloat, were found to be inadequate in the 
performance of their duties. The fatally flawed Deepwater program acquisition process is dissected and laid out for even the 
layman to understand. One wonders why the Coast Guard leadership embraced and supported it for so long, in the face of 
objections by their own operators and engineers. 

Including the άWarts and hairsέ in his description of a service that he obviously holds in such high regard testifies to HelvargΩs 
credibility. After mingling on the deck plates among the men and women who are doing the job in the field and who exemplify 
the Coast GuardΩs core values of άHonor, respect and devotion to dutyέ, Helvarg considers the Coast GuardΩ historic lack of 
funding and aging assets and concludes, toward the end of his book, that άIf the Coast Guard were a private corporation, it would 
probably filed for Chapter 11 by nowέ. 

Rescue Warriors provides the reader sufficient information to understand the finest relatively unknown and surely 
underappreciated organization in the federal government: the United States Coast Guard. 
 

 

For more information on the Foundation for Coast Guard History, or to become a member of the FCGH, 
visit www.fcgh.org . 
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COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________     State:__________ ZIP____________ 

Phone: ________________________ EMAIL: _____________________________________ 

USCG  Connection (if any)___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level:    Annual Dues  

Ind ividual      $25  

Family      $40  

Supporting     $100  

Sustaining      $250   

Guardian   

 Captainôs Circle   $500 +  

 Admiralôs Circle   $1,000+  

 Commandantôs Circle  $2,500+  

 

Please make checks payable to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum  

Mail to: Coast Guard He ritage Museum   P O Box 161, Barnstable, MA  02630  

Credit Card:   Visa   Mastercard   Discover  

 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Expiration Date:   Month_______     Year_________ 

 

Signature:___________________________________  Date:___________ 



GIFT SHOP  

We now have T - Shirts and Polo Shirts in our 

Gift Shop. Tôs are $15, various sizes in red, 

blue, grey.  Poloôs are $30, $33 w/ pocket. 

Colors include blue, red, grey. Call for 

specific availability & shipping. We accept 

MC, Visa, Discover.  

        82 footer polo                               GOAT polo  

T 

shirt  



GIFT SHOP  

Bill Meiningerwas a BM1who 
became a pilot. This very funny 
book is full of stories about his 
career that any Coastiecan relate 
to.
$21        Members $18.90
$5 shipping

Michael Walling has written a 
great tale of the Coast 
DǳŀǊŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜǎŎƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
convoys in the North Atlantic
$16

Members $14.40   
$5 shipping

The original book about the 
Pendleton rescue. By the man 
who was there, Bernie Webber 
himself.
$30
Members $27   
$5 shipping 

For all you lightship sailors, 
here is a look at the ships that 
protected Cape Cod.
Now $15
Members $13. 50  
$5 shipping

A great recounting of the 
Pendleton rescue and the 
CG36500. Soon to be a 
motion picture (we hope)
$15
Members $13.50   
$5 shipping

A great photo book 
by Bill Quinn, 
longtime Cape Cod 
author & 
photographer.
$30
Members $27
$5 shipping

We have many additional titles. Please inquire.



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET  

Could you have been a Revenue Cutter Cadet?  

 

 

Try to answer some of the questions from the 1909 test! 

This is only a small sample of items on the test. Prospective  

cadets were expected to be able to translate passages 

from English to French, German to English, etc.  

There were also Questions in Physics, Mathematics and 

Philosophy.  

 

Quite a difficult examination!  



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET  



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET  




