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PRESIDENT’S  CORNER

 

President’s Report Summer 2010 

 
Been a busy Summer with a lot of visits from active duty Coast Guard.  

We now have a CGHM rotating display in the Coast Guard 1
st
 District 

Building on Atlantic Ave. Boston, thanks to Connie Terrell PA3 and Chief 

Jeff Hall PAC, Public Affairs Specialists. The displays will change every 

couple of months to keep it fresh and not the same. 

 

The CGC Webber is still being built and a request to have the ship do its 

time trials here in Cape Cod waters has been denied by the Coast Guard 

Commandant. This was very upsetting to me where the fight to save our own 

history is once again taking a step back and no time to honor our own. The 

only service in America that does not have their own National Museum. 

 

We have kept our displays changing as we get new artifacts in here at the 

museum. This has been great but now another added job for me, along with 

Harris Weston, to keep everything in hard copy and in the computer 

inventory. Looking forward now to closing so all the jobs that can not be 

done while open will be attempted to be done this Winter. We need more 

volunteers to help us do this. 

 

On that note, things continue to pile up because we do not have enough 

volunteers to do the much needed work. What this has done is put more on 

the few that do volunteer. This being near the end of my third year as 

President has also taken its toll and I hope that someone else will step up and 

take over. Anyone interested please contact the Nominating Committee for 

admittance on the ballot if qualified.  

 

Thanks to all the people who have supported our efforts and come on down 

and volunteer a couple of hours a week to keep this Coast Guard Heritage 

Museum squared away and heading in the right direction. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Bill Collette 



EXHIBIT NEWS

EDITOR’S NOTES

Another busy summer at the CGHM. We have added additional items in our Aviation 
section, especially models by Mike Maynard, including a great Privateer.  Also some 
new items in the Lightship Sailors room.
Air Station Cape Cod has been active in their support, with Commander Beth Young 
providing a lot of excellent material on women and minorities in the USCG. Also. AST 
Chief Randy Rice has been contributing items to our Aviation section. 
As a former AT, the Aviation stuff is my favorite.
The PA section at CG District One has been very helpful to the museum. Recently, 
some display cases that had been declared surplus were transferred to the museum. 
They are great cases and will be filled over the winter.

Jack McGrath

A sample of the items from

CDR. Young



EXHIBIT NEWS

Mike Maynard is one of our most prolific 

modelers. Here are a few of the items on 

display in our aviation section.

privateer

marlin



EXHIBIT NEWS

Skytrain

Hawkeye



MUSEUM NEWS

Now that we have begun to have members, we will be changing our 

newsletter a bit. We will continue to send a newsletter to all who 

have given us their e-mail, but will be providing an expanded 

newsletter to our members in the future. Initially it will also be via 

email, but we hope to be able to publish a hard copy version as well 

for those members who would prefer that.   

Please print and mail the application .

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & DUES 

Individual ς  $25  Single membership in the CGHM with all 

member privileges, including attending annual meeting with no 

voting privilege, individual admission to the museum, and a 

10% gift shop discount. 

Family -  $40 Same as individual, but with additional admissions 

to the museum for immediate family. One person may attend 

annual meeting with no voting privilege. 

Supporting Member- $ 100   Unlimited Museum admission & 

10% discount. This is for those who want to support museum 

but not actively participate . 

Sustaining Member - $250 ς For those who want to show a 

greater level of support for the museum. Unlimited admission 

and 10% discount apply. 

Guardian: 3 donor levels ς Guardians receive all benefits of 

membership. The Guardian category includes individual 

recognition at the museum. The 3 categories are: 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΥ ϷрллҌ 

!ŘƳƛǊŀƭΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΥ ϷмΣлллҌ 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ϷнΣрлл Ҍ 
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COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________     State:__________ ZIP____________ 

Phone: ________________________ EMAIL: _____________________________________ 

USCG Connection (if any)___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level:   Annual Dues 

Individual     $25 

Family     $40 

Supporting     $100 

Sustaining      $250  

Guardian  

 Captain’s Circle   $500+ 

 Admiral’s Circle   $1,000+ 

 Commandant’s Circle  $2,500+ 

 

Please make checks payable to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum 

Mail to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum   P O Box 161, Barnstable, MA  02630 

Credit Card:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover 

 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Expiration Date:   Month_______    Year_________ 

 

Signature:___________________________________  Date:___________ 



GIFT SHOP

We now have T- Shirts and Polo Shirts in our 

Gift Shop. T’s are $15, various sizes in red, 

blue, grey.  Polo’s are $30, $33 w/ pocket. 

Colors include blue, red, grey. Call for 

specific availability & shipping. We accept 

MC, Visa, Discover.

82 footer polo                               GOAT polo

T 

shirt



GIFT SHOP

Bill Meininger was a BM1 who 
became a pilot. This very funny 
book is full of stories about his 
career that any Coastie can relate 
to.
$21        Members $18.90
$3 shipping

George Rongner was skipper 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άBuzzardsέ ƭƛƎƘǘǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ wŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ 
of the USCG that is no more.
$15
Members $13.50   
$3 shipping

The original book about the 
Pendleton rescue. By the man 
who was there, Bernie Webber 
himself.
$30
Members $27   
$3 shipping 

For all you lightship sailors, 
here is a look at the ships that 
protected Cape Cod.
$23
Members $20.70  
$3 shipping

A history of shipwrecks in 
Massachusetts  by Robert 
Farson
$25
Members $22.50   
$3 shipping

A great photo book 
by Bill Quinn, 
longtime Cape Cod 
author & 
photographer.
$30
Members $27
$3 shipping

We have additional titles. Please inquire.



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET 

THE LIGHTHOUSES OF ZIMRI ROBINSON  

 
PART 2  

 
 

In my last story about Uncle Tobey and Bird Island Lighthouse I incorrectly stated that his pay,  

when he transferred from Bird island to Ned Point, went from $560.00 to $500,00 per month.  
After a note from Jim  Walker stating that it was $600 per year before his transfer, I stand 

corrected.  Also since then I have been in contact with several distant cousins in regard to Zimriôs 
pay and the photo of Zimri.  After going through Zimriôs pay and compensation records, I came 

across a copy of a service record card showing a payment to his widow Angeline A. Robinson of 
$53.00 in April 1914 after his death.  His pay as of 10/23/12 was $516.00.  Apparently the photo 

that was published on the web and in the book ñMaritime Marionò may have been incorrectly 

identified.  The photo had not been confirmed by the family.  It is possible that in the group 
picture published in ñMaritime Marionò the man on the far left is Zimri. As of this date research by 

the family is ongoing.  T he group picture is supposed to be in possession of the Sippican 
Historical Society. 

 

 
 

      
   

  
 

 

 

 

Three early views of Ned Point 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

NED POINT LIGHTHOUSE  

 
Location:  Entrance to Mattapoisett Bay, Buzzards Bay, near Mattapoisett, Massachusetts  

Station Established: 1838  
Year tower was first lit: 1838  

Automated: 1923  

Deactivated: 1951 -1963  
Foundation materials: natural / emplaced  

Construct ion materials: Stone  
Tower shape: Conical  39 feet  

Marking /Pattern: White with a black lantern  
Relation to other structure: Separate  

Original Lens: Fifth Order Fresnel  

The light is still operational  
Present Optic; 250mm  

Present Characteristic: White light ; 3 seconds white alternating with 3 seconds darkness  

 

HISTORY  

 
In 1837, $5,000 was appropriated to build a light at Nedôs Point. (The Name is from the original owner of 

the land Edwin ñNedò Dexter of Mattapoisett.)   The cost of the station was $4,000.  Nedôs Point Light 
was first lit in March of 1838.  It was built from stone gathered near the site.  The thirty -two cantilevered 

granite steps are embedded in the wall without the use of mortar.  The original lantern was ñbird cageò 
style.  Before 1888 the original lantern was replaced by an octagonal style one.  A fifth order Fresnel lens 

was installed in 1857.  It is possible that the lantern was changed at that time.  The present lantern room 

was installed in 1896 and a brick oil house was built in 1907.   After a hurricane in 1888 which destroyed 
the original stone house, a wood-frame keeperôs house was built on the original stone foundation.  In 

1923 the light was automated and the keeperôs house was loaded onto the scow Eva and floated across 
Buzzards Bay to the Wingôs Neck Lighthouse in Bourne where it remains today as a private dwelling. The 

light was deactivated in 1952.  The land was sold to the town of Mattapoisett which developed it into a 

park.  The Light was reactivated in 1963.  It remains an act ive aid to navigation.  
 

 

THE KEEPERS  
 

George Brayley (1843-1849); Hanna Brayley (c1846-1849); Lamet Hall Jr. (1849-1853); John Bumpus 

(1853-1874; Lamet Hall Jr. (1859-1874); George H. Kelly (1874-1895); William P. Howard (1895-1912); 
Zimri Tobey Robinson (1912-1914); Russell Eastman (1914-1923). 

 

NOTES OF INTEREST 
 

The land was purchased by the Government from H.H. Edwards through his guardian Barnabus Hiller.  
The contract to build the tower and the keeperôs dwelling went to Lenard ñUncle Lenardò Hammond.  The 

original construction of the light and dwelling were of poor workmanship.   In 1838 the lightôs terrible 
condition was recorded by the Lighthouse Inspector Carpenter.   Just a few months after the activation of 

the light that the keeper informed him  that in the late storm both buildings leaked in all directions.  ñThe 

lantern dome leaked so bad that the keeper had to remain in the lantern room during rain to keep the 
light from going out.  The inspector found that the mortar or cement between the sto ne was little more 

than sand.  The glazing of the lantern was to be of Boston double -crown glass, but was of the thinnest 
kind and nothing more  



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

than ordinary.  The lantern was only five feet eight inches high, which is too low for the keeper with his 

hat on.  Three of the eleven lamps were found to be reflecting their light inland.ò 

 

In the winter months the keeper would have to haul buckets of wh ale oil from the oil house to 
lighthouseôs ground level and heat it on the stove to warm it before using it in the lamps.  Then the 

keeper would have to lug the oil up the thirty -two stone steps to the lantern room.  The wicks had to be 

trimmed and the ref lector cleaned and the glass cleaned. 
 

Often the wife of the keeper had to tend the light when the keeper was ill or absent from his duties.  It 
was not uncommon for the wife to be the assistant keeper at lighthouses and to assume the full duties 

until a suitable replacement could be found.  Not to mention that they had to keep the dwelling clean and 
tidy, cook the food and tend the gardens and farm animals that were at many of the stations.   It is 

noted earlier in this article that Hanna Brayley assumed her husbandôs duties when he died. 

 
When the light was fully automated and the house moved to Wingôs Neck, the story goes that Russell 

Eastman, the last keeper, remained in the house and cooked his breakfast during the move.  When the 
Coast Guard decommissioned the light in 1952, they put the 35 -foot tower up for sale to the lowest 

bidder.  James Stowell of Mattapoisett quickly put in a bid of one cent making sure he would not be 

under bid.  The Government on realizing their mistake sent Stowell eight pages of explanation that the 
sale was cancelled.   
 

Zimri Robinson was transferred to Ned Point in 1912.  His son Jerry assisted in keeping the light and 

assumed Zimriôs duties when he died in 1914 until Eastman took over.  Zimri died of a stroke in 1914 

after many years in service as a lighthouse keeper.  It is fitting that he finally got his transfer to a shore 
station and lived a relatively much easier life than at sea before and after the Civil War and hard duties as 

a lighthouse keeper.  
 

As a young boy I can remember going to family gatherings in Marion and looking out to Bird Island 
where my Grandfather kept the light.  Except for the time Zimri took care of the light at Ned Point the 

family always lived in Marion.  Not until I went into the Coast Guard an d had my turn at helping to 

maintain the light was I aware that Great Grandfather kept the light at Ned Point.  I have retold the story 
many times that the first time I climbed those stone steps in the tower I felt that I was being watched 

and felt a presence.  When I went home on leave my mother said she had remembered that Zimri and 
her uncle Jerry kept the light.  That explained my feelings.  I still visit Ned Point  and it brings back a lot 

of memories and unexplained happenings. I am very comfortable k nowing that in some small way that I 

continued as Zimri did helping to keep the light.  
 

The Town of Mattapoisett now owns the land and it is a veterans memorial park.  The light was 
reactivated in 1961 with a new modern lens.  In 1993 the local Coast Guard  Auxiliary Flotilla adopted the 

light and renovated the tower in 1995 -1996 and more work was completed in 2001.  On my last visit in 
August this year I found the south side of the tower in need of repair.  Several sections of mortar are 

missing and there is some work to be done at the base near the electrical supply entrance.  The park is 

open daily to the public and Bert Theriault is the volunteer keeper there Thursdays 10:00 am until noon.  
I have on several occasions tried to get into the old tower but f or some reason or another the tower was 

closed or the keeper did not allow visitors to enter.  For those visiting the tower on scheduled days of 
opening be prepared that it just may not be open to the public.   For directions and further information 

call the town of Mattapoisett at 508 -758-4121. 
 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

I wish to thank the following sources for references for these articles:  

 
Betty Roberts of the Mattapoisett Historical Museum and Society 

Clayton Hagy, former volunteer keeper at Ned Point, for his Ned Point collection and his efforts for the 
preservation of Ned Point Lighthouse  

The Coast Guard Historianôs Office for photos of Ned Point and some of the history 

Albert Theriault, present volunteer keeper at Ned Point, and Albert and Elizabeth Theriault ñNed Point 
Lighthouse Chroniclesò and their efforts to preserve Ned Point lighthouse 

Jeremy Dô Entremont, Historian, American Lighthouse Foundation 
Paula Cobb for family recollections and history 

Judy (Hagemann) Mazurkiewicz, daughter of Elizabeth (Robinson) Hagemann, Robinson Family research. 
The National Archives for the photo of Ned Point during the 1938 hurricane  

Mystic Seaport for maritime information  

The New Bedford Library for maritime information  
The various committees and societies for the preservation and restoration of Ned Point and Bird Island 

lighthouses 
George Washburn for his photo collection 

 

    
 

          Two views of the Oil House 
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Ned Point in modern times 

 

During the famous 1938 hurricane 
For those interested in Zimri Robinson  and would like more information, I would suggest they 
visit the Mattapoisett Historical Society, The Mattapoisett Library, the Marion Library and the 

Sippican Historical Society in Marion.  
Respectfully, 

George Washburn 



Coast Guard Heritage Museum

3353 Main Street (Route 6A)

P. O. Box 161

Barnstable, MA 02630

508-362-8521

cgheritage@comcast.net

The Coast Guard Heritage Museum continues its dedication to preserving the heritage of the 
USCG in the 1856 Custom House Building located in the village of Barnstable, MA. Our ever-
changing exhibits make each visit a fresh experience. Most recently, the Lightship Sailors 
Association has added their exhibit to the museum.

We cover the full range of Coast Guard roles, ranging from protecting our shores, lives and 
property to lighthouses and lightships, from life-saving stations to rescue boats, from buoy 
tenders to icebreakers and weather ships and from modern aircraft to patrol boats and cutters. 
The heroic story of the Coast Guard must be told and never forgotten! We often work closely 
with the USCG, but we DO NOT receive funding from the Coast Guard or any other government 
agency.

Our attendance has increased each year. However, it is not enough to defray the rapidly rising 
costs of maintaining and conserving our collections as well as promoting our existence. We are 
entirely operated by volunteers. We need your help! Please support us by printing the form 
below and mailing it, along with your check made payable to the Coast Guard Heritage 
Museum. Be sure to include your mailing address and your e-mail address so that we can send 
you our newsletter.

Some may wish to provide for us in their will. Consult your financial advisors to choose what best 
suits your personal situation. All gifts are tax-deductible. By remembering the Coast Guard 
Heritage Museum in your will you can continue your support for years to come.

Help support our mission so we can continue to promote the history of the USCG.

WN


