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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

President’s Report Summer 2010

Been a busy Summer with a lot of visits from active duty Coast Guard.
We now have a CGHM rotating display in the Coast Guard 1*' District
Building on Atlantic Ave. Boston, thanks to Connie Terrell PA3 and Chief
Jeff Hall PAC, Public Affairs Specialists. The displays will change every
couple of months to keep it fresh and not the same.

The CGC Webber is still being built and a request to have the ship do its
time trials here in Cape Cod waters has been denied by the Coast Guard
Commandant. This was very upsetting to me where the fight to save our own
history is once again taking a step back and no time to honor our own. The
only service in America that does not have their own National Museum.

We have kept our displays changing as we get new artifacts in here at the
museum. This has been great but now another added job for me, along with
Harris Weston, to keep everything in hard copy and in the computer
inventory. Looking forward now to closing so all the jobs that can not be
done while open will be attempted to be done this Winter. We need more
volunteers to help us do this.

On that note, things continue to pile up because we do not have enough
volunteers to do the much needed work. What this has done is put more on
the few that do volunteer. This being near the end of my third year as
President has also taken its toll and | hope that someone else will step up and
take over. Anyone interested please contact the Nominating Committee for
admittance on the ballot if qualified.

Thanks to all the people who have supported our efforts and come on down
and volunteer a couple of hours a week to keep this Coast Guard Heritage
Museum squared away and heading in the right direction.

Thank you.

Bill Collette



EDITOR’S NOTES

Another busy summer at the CGHM. We have added additional items in our Aviation
section, especially models by Mike Maynard, including a great Privateer. Also some
new items in the Lightship Sailors room.

Air Station Cape Cod has been active in their support, with Commander Beth Young
providing a lot of excellent material on women and minorities in the USCG. Also. AST
Chief Randy Rice has been contributing items to our Aviation section.

As a former AT, the Aviation stuff is my favorite.

The PA section at CG District One has been very helpful to the museum. Recently,
some display cases that had been declared surplus were transferred to the museum.
They are great cases and will be filled over the winter.

Jack McGrath

EXHIBIT NEWS

A SAMPLE OF THE ITEMS FROM
CDR. YOUNG




EXHIBIT NEWS

MIKE MAYNARD IS ONE OF OUR MOST PROLIFIC
MODELERS. HERE ARE A FEW OF THE ITEMS ON
DISPLAY IN OUR AVIATION lON.

MARLIN




EXHIBIT NEWS

HAWKEYE




MUSEUM NEWS

Now THAT WE HAVE BEGUN TO HAVE MEMBERS, WE WILL BE CHANGING OUR
NEWSLETTER A BIT. WE WILL CONTINUE TO SEND A NEWSLETTER TO ALL WHO
HAVE GIVEN US THEIR E-MAIL, BUT WILL BE PROVIDING AN EXPANDED

NEWSLETTER TO OUR MEMBERS IN THE FUTURE. INITIALLY IT WILL ALSO BE VIA
EMAIL, BUT WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO PUBLISH A HARD COPY VERSION AS WELL
FOR THOSE MEMBERS WHO WOULD PREFER THAT.

PLEASE PRINT AND MAIL THE APPLICATION .

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & DUES

Individual ¢ $25 Single membership in the CGHM with all
member privileges, including attending annual meeting with no
voting privilege, individual admission to the museum, and a
10% gift shop discount.

Family - $40 Same as individual, but with additional admissions
to the museum for immediate family. One person may attend
annual meeting with no voting privilege.

Supporting Member-$ 100 Unlimited Museum admission &
10% discount. This is for those who want to support museum
but not actively participate .

Sustaining Member - $250 ¢ For those who want to show a
greater level of support for the museum. Unlimited admission
and 10% discount apply.

Guardian: 3 donor levels ¢ Guardians receive all benefits of
membership. The Guardian category includes individual
recognition at the museum. The 3 categories are:
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COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP

PHONE: EMAIL.:

USCG CONNECTION (IF ANY)

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL: ANNUAL DUESs
INDIVIDUAL $25
FAMILY $40
SUPPORTING $100
SUSTAINING $250
GUARDIAN

[l CAPTAIN’S CIRCLE $500+

[l ADMIRAL’S CIRCLE $1,000+

[J COMMANDANT’S CIRCLE $2,500+

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM
MAIL TO: CoAsT GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM P O Box 161, BARNSTABLE, MA 02630

CREDIT CARD: [] VISA [] MASTERCARD [] DISCOVER

CARD NUMBER:

EXPIRATION DATE. MonNTH YEAR

SIGNATURE: DATE:




GIFT SHOP

WE NOW HAVE T- SHIRTS AND POLO SHIRTS IN OUR
GIFT SHOP. T’sS ARE $15, VARIOUS SIZES IN RED,
BLUE, GREY. PoLO’s ARE $30, $33 w/ POCKET.
COLORS INCLUDE BLUE, RED, GREY. CALL FOR

SPECIFIC AVAILABILITY & SHIPPING. WE ACCEPT
MC, VISA, DISCOVER.

GOAT POLO

ere insufficient,

SHIRT

\
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GIFT SHOP
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U.S. COAST GUARD

‘And Other Ramblings

Life Aboard
a Coast Guard
Lightship

H GEORGE E. RONGNE

B

A

Bill Meininger was a BM1 who
became a pilot. This very funny
book is full of stories about his
career that any Coastie can relate

For all you lightship sailors,
here is a look at the ships that
protected Cape Cod.

George Rongner was skipper
2T BwkArd&r f AIKGaA
0KS mobppnQaod wSsSt

to. 523 of the USCG that is no more.
$21  Members $18.90 Members 520.70 $15
$3 shipping ' »3 shipping Members $13.50

$3 shipping
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(Hllustrated)
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The original book about the

A great photo book

Pendleton rescu@y the man A history of shipwrecks in by Bill Quinn
who was there, Bernie Webber Massachusetts by Robert Y ,
o e Farson longtime Cape Cod
o . $25 author &
Members $27 Members $22.50 gggmgraphe“

L 3 shippin
$3 shipping s ppINg Members $27

$3 shipping

We have additional titles. Please inquire.




DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

THE LIGHTHOUSES OF ZIMRI ROBINSON

PART 2

In my last story about Uncle Tobey and Bird Island Lighthouse | incorrectly stated that his pay,
when he transferred from Bird island to Ned Point, went from $560.00 to $500,00 per month.

After a note from Jim Walker stating that it was $600 per year before his transfer, | stand
corrected. Al so since then | have been in ¢
pay and the photo of Zimri. After goi s, gcamenr
across a copy of a service record card showing a payment to his widow Angeline A. Robinson of
$53.00 in April 1914 after his death. His pay as of 10/23/12 was $516.00. Apparently the photo
that was published on the Marbhi amd may ttaev é ok
identified. The photo had not been confirmed by the family. It is possible that in the group
picture published in AMariti me Marionodo the r

the family is ongoing. T he group picture is supposed to be in possession of the Sippican
Historical Society.

Three early views of Ned Point




DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

NED POINT LIGHTHOUSE

Location: Entrance to Mattapoisett Bay, Buzzards Bay, near Mattapoisett, Massachusetts
Station Established: 1838

Year tower was first lit: 1838

Automated: 1923

Deactivated: 1951 -1963

Foundation materials: natural / emplaced
Construct ion materials: Stone

Tower shape: Conical 39 feet

Marking /Pattern: White with a black lantern
Relation to other structure: Separate
Original Lens: Fifth Order Fresnel

The light is still operational

Present Optic; 250mm

Present Characteristic: White light ; 3 seconds white alternating with 3 seconds darkness
HISTORY
In 1837, $5, 000 was appropriated to build a Ilig

the I and Edwin fAiNedo Dexter of Mattapoiedétst Poi n
was first lit in March of 1838. It was built from stone gathered near the site. The thirty -two cantilevered
granite steps are embedded in the wall without
style. Before 1888 the original lantern was replaced by an octagonal style one. A fifth order Fresnel lens
was installed in 1857. It is possible that the lantern was changed at that time. The present lantern room
was installed in 1896 and a brick oil house was built in 1907. After a hurricane in 1888 which destroyed
the original stone house, awood-f r ame keeper 6s house was builth ol
1923 the light was automated and the keepero6s h
BuzzardsBy t o the Wingdés Neck Lighthouse in Bourne
light was deactivated in 1952. The land was sold to the town of Mattapoisett which developed it into a
park. The Light was reactivated in 1963. It remains an act ive aid to navigation.

THE KEEPERS
George Brayley (1843 1849); Hanna Brayley (c1846-1849); Lamet Hall Jr. (1849-1853); John Bumpus
(1853-1874; Lamet Hall Jr. (1859-1874); George H. Kelly (1874-1895); William P. Howard (1895-1912);
Zimri Tobey Robinson (1912-1914); Russell Eastman (19141923).

NOTES OF INTEREST

The land was purchased by the Government from H.H. Edwards through his guardian Barnabus Hiller.
The contract to build the tower and the keepeflhg

original construction of the Ilight and dwelling
condition was recorded by the Lighthouse Inspector Carpenter. Just a few months after the activation of
the light that the keeper informedhim t hat i n the | ate storm both bu

lantern dome leaked so bad that the keeper had to remain in the lantern room during rain to keep the
light from going out. The inspector found that the mortar or cement between the sto ne was little more
than sand. The glazing of the lantern was to be of Boston double -crown glass, but was of the thinnest
kind and nothing more



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

than ordinary. The lantern was only five feet eight inches high, which is too low for the keeper with his
hat on. Three of the eleven | amps were found t

In the winter months the keeper would have to haul buckets of wh ale oil from the oil house to
lighthouseds ground | evel and heat it on the st
keeper would have to lug the oil up the thirty -two stone steps to the lantern room. The wicks had to be
trimmed and the ref lector cleaned and the glass cleaned.

Often the wife of the keeper had to tend the light when the keeper was ill or absent from his duties. It

was not uncommon for the wife to be the assistant keeper at lighthouses and to assume the full duties
until a suitable replacement could be found. Not to mention that they had to keep the dwelling clean and
tidy, cook the food and tend the gardens and farm animals that were at many of the stations. Itis

noted earlier in this article that Hanna Brayley assumedher husbandds duti es wh

When the I ight was fully automated and the hous
Eastman, the last keeper, remained in the house and cooked his breakfast during the move. When the
Coast Guard decommissbned the light in 1952, they put the 35 -foot tower up for sale to the lowest
bidder. James Stowell of Mattapoisett quickly put in a bid of one cent making sure he would not be
under bid. The Government on realizing their mistake sent Stowell eight pages of explanation that the
sale was cancelled

Zimri Robinson was transferred to Ned Point in 1912. His son Jerry assisted in keeping the light and
assumed Zimrios duties when he died in 1914 wunt
after many years in service as a lighthouse keeper. It is fitting that he finally got his transfer to a shore
station and lived a relatively much easier life than at sea before and after the Civil War and hard duties as
a lighthouse keeper.

As a young boy | can remember going to family gatherings in Marion and looking out to Bird Island
where my Grandfather kept the light. Except for the time Zimri took care of the light at Ned Point the
family always lived in Marion. Not until | went into the Coast Guard an d had my turn at helping to
maintain the light was | aware that Great Grandfather kept the light at Ned Point. | have retold the story
many times that the first time | climbed those stone steps in the tower | felt that | was being watched
and felt a presence. When | went home on leave my mother said she had remembered that Zimri and
her uncle Jerry kept the light. That explained my feelings. | still visit Ned Point and it brings back a lot
of memories and unexplained happenings. | am very comfortable k nowing that in some small way that |
continued as Zimri did helping to keep the light.

The Town of Mattapoisett now owns the land and it is a veterans memorial park. The light was
reactivated in 1961 with a new modern lens. In 1993 the local Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla adopted the
light and renovated the tower in 1995 -1996 and more work was completed in 2001. On my last visit in
August this year | found the south side of the tower in need of repair. Several sections of mortar are
missing and there is some work to be done at the base near the electrical supply entrance. The park is
open daily to the public and Bert Theriault is the volunteer keeper there Thursdays 10:00 am until noon.

| have on several occasions tried to get into the old tower but f or some reason or another the tower was
closed or the keeper did not allow visitors to enter. For those visiting the tower on scheduled days of
opening be prepared that it just may not be open to the public. For directions and further information
call the town of Mattapoisett at 508 -758-4121.
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I wish to thank the following sources for references for these articles:

Betty Roberts of the Mattapoisett Historical Museum and Society
Clayton Hagy, former volunteer keeper at Ned Point, for his Ned Point collection and his efforts for the
preservation of Ned Point Lighthouse

The Coast Guard Historiands Office for photos o
Al bert Theriaul t, present volunteer keeper at N
Lighthouse Chroni cl ersservedNeddoirt lgkethouse e f f ort s t o p

Jeremy D& Entremont, Hi stori an, American Lighth

Paula Cobb for family recollections and history

Judy (Hagemann) Mazurkiewicz, daughter of Elizabeth (Robinson) Hagemann, Robinson Family research
The National Archives for the photo of Ned Point during the 1938 hurricane

Mystic Seaport for maritime information

The New Bedford Library for maritime information

The various committees and societies for the preservation and restoration of Ned Point and Bird Island
lighthouses

George Washburn for his photo collection
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Ned Point in modern times

During the famous 1938 hurricane

For those interested in Zimri Robinson and would like more information, | would suggest they
visit the Mattapoisett Historical Society, The Mattapoisett Library, the Marion Library and the
Sippican Historical Society in Marion.

Respectfully,

George Washburn



CoOAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM
3353 MAIN STREET (ROUTE GA)
P. O. Box 161
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The Coast Guard Heritage Museum continues its dedication to preserving the heritage of the
USCG in the 1856 Custom House Building located in the village of Barnstable, MA. Our ever-
changing exhibits make each visit a fresh experience. Most recently, the Lightship Sailors
Association has added their exhibit to the museum.

We cover the full range of Coast Guard roles, ranging from protecting our shores, lives and

property to lighthouses and lightships, from life-saving stations to rescue boats, from buoy

tenders to icebreakers and weather ships and from modern aircraft to patrol boats and cutters.

The heroic story of the Coast Guard must be told and never forgotten! We often work closely
with the USCG, but wig0 NOT receive funding from the Coast Guard or any other government
agency.

Our attendance has increased each year. However, it is not enough to defray the rapidly rising
costs of maintaining and conserving our collections as well as promoting our existence. We are
entirely operated by volunteers. We need your help! Please support us by printing the form
below and mailing it, along with your check made payable to the Coast Guard Heritage
Museum. Be sure to include your mailing address and your e-mail address so that we can send
you our newsletter.

Some may wish to provide for us in their will. Consult your financial advisors to choose what best
suits your personal situation. All gifts are tax-deductible. By remembering the Coast Guard
Heritage Museum in your will you can continue your support for years to come.

Help support our mission so we can continue to promote the history of the USCG.

YES! | WANT TO SUPPORT THE COAST GUARD

HERITAGE MUSEUM IN
BARNSTABLE MASSACHUSETTS WITH MY CONTRIBUTION
TO ITS ANNUAL APPEAL.

O ADMIRAL'sS CLUB ($1,000) NAME

O CAPTAIN'sS CLUB ($500) STREET

Gy STATE ZIE

O CHIEF's CLUB ($100)
EMAIL ADDRESS

O STATION KEEPER ($75)
O CHECK ENCLOSED “PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
O LIFE-SAVERS ($50) THE COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM” AND RETURN IN
SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE

(O SURFMEN / AVIATORS ($10)
THE COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM AT THE THAYSER 1S A 501(C)3 M
O OTHER ($ ) CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION. ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.



